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With  a  view  to  obviate  the  great  difficulty  experienced  by  Amateurs  (par¬ 
ticularly  in  country  houses)  in  obtaining  Scenery,  &c.,  to  fix  in  a  Drawing  Room, 
and  then  only  by  considerable  outlay  for  hire  and  great  damage  caused  to  walls, 
we  have  decided  to  keep  a  series  of  mounted  Coloured  Scenes  which  are  ready 
for  immediate  use  or  they  can  be  had  unmounted  on  thirty  sheets  of  strong  paper 
and  can  be  joined  together  or  pasted  on  canvas  or  wood,  according  to  require¬ 
ment.  Full  directions,  with  diagrams  shewing  exact  size  of  Back  Scenes,  Borders, 
and  Wings,  can  be  had  free  on  application.  The  following  four  scenes  are  kept 

in  stock. _  _ 

<53-  /5K  TPZS.’WDTFZ'Kr - — The  above  is  an  illustration  of  this  scene.  It  is 
kept  in  two  sizes.  The  size  of  the  back  scene  of  the  smaller  one  is  10  feet  long 
and  6£  feet  high,  and  extends  with  the  wings  and  border  to  15  feet  long  and.8  feet 
’iigh.  The  back  scene  of  the  large  one  is  13  feet  long  and  9  feet  high  and  extends 
ith  the  Wings  and  Border  to  20  feet  long  and  llj  feet  high.  It  is  not  necessary 
!  ■  have  the  scene  the  height  of  the  room,  as  blue  paper  to  represent  sky  is  usually 

uing  at  the  top.  Small  size,  with  Wings  and  Border  complete,  63s. ;  unmounted 
uii  paper  sheets.  30s.  ;  large  size,  mounted,  84s. ;  unmounted.  40s.  Blue  paper  2d. 
per  sheet,  small  size.  A  double  quantity  would  be  required  if  used  for  the  large 

scene.  _  _ 

UtTQOTft. — This  is  similar  in  style  to  the  above,  only  a  wood  scene 
is  introduced  in  the  centre.  It  is  kept  in  two  sizes,  as  the  previous  scene,  and 
blue  paper  can  be  introduced  as  before  indicated.  Small  size,  with  Wings  and 
Borders  complete,  mounted,  63s. ;  unmounted,  30s.  Large  size,  mounted,  84s.  ; 
unmounted,  40s. 

3E’<3>!JCa3E-^^-1 Gfr3E3„— ' This  is  a  sheet  of  paper  on  which  foliage  is  drawn, 
which  can  be  repeated  and  cut  in  any  shape  that  is  required.  Small  size,  30  inches 
by  20  inches,  Is.  per  sheet ;  large  size,  40  inches  by  30  inches,  Is.  6d.  per  sheet. 

TDJbfc/IBE! ifcJ  UL?lJEf5»‘10'2SinSZ.— 1 This  is  to  be  used  with  the  foliage 
sheets  and  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  scene. — Price  and  size  same  as  foliage. 


JUJttA.'Vl/'HS’ Car  JttOOM. — This  scene  is  only  kept  in 
the  large  size,  the  back  scene  is  13  feet  long  and  9  feet  high  and  extends  with  the 
Wings  and  Borders  to  20  feet  long  and  111  feet  high.  In  the  centre  is  a  Fr  >nch 
window,  leading  down  to  the  ground,  which  could  be  made  practicable  if  re¬ 
quired  On  the  left  wing  is  a  fireplace  with  mirror  above,  and  on  the  right  wiitg- 
is  an  j,'  painting.  The  whole  scene  is  tastefully  ornamented  and  beautifully 
coloured'  forming  a  most  elegant  picture.  Should  a  box  scene  be  required  extra 
Wings  can  be  had,  consisting  of  doors  each  side,  which  could  be  made  practicable. 
Price,  with  Border  and  one  set  of  Wings,  mounted,  84s. ;  unmounted,  40s.  ;  with 
Border  and  two  sets  of  Wings,  to  form  box  scene,  mounted,  105s. :  unmounted 
50s.  -  ’ 


,  —  — .  —  - - - — >. — This  is  also  kept 

m  tne  large  size  only.  In  the  centre  is  a  door  leading  outside.  On  the  left  centre 
is  a  rustic  fireplace,  and  the  right  centre  is  a  window.  On  the  Wings  are  painted 
shelves,  &c.,  to  complete  the  scene.  A  box  scene  can.be  made  by  purchasing 
extra  Wings,  as  before  described,  and  forming  doors  PU  eg,gft  side.  Price,  with 
Border  and  one  set  of  Wings,  mounted,  84s. ;  unmounted?  toss,  ~  wHh  B  rde  and 
two  sets  of  Wings,  to  form  box  scene,  mounted,  105^.^  unmounted,  503. 


The  Drawing  Room  and  Small  Garden  mounted,  tiaa  be  seen  at 
80,  Strand,  London.  Full  directions;  aecorhptiny  eAdh  Scene 
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CHARACTERS 

Princess  Marguerite. — White  dress. 

Fairy  Bene vola.— Fairy  dress  (pink)  disguised  by  Judge’s 
rubes  (scarlet  or  black). 

Lady  Undine. — Green  dress. 

Sir  Innocent. — Blue  dress,  simply  made. 

Knight  of  the  Dauntless  Sword. — Purple  dress,  sword, 
dagger,  Ac. 

Prince  Crcesus. — Gold-coloured  dress.  Chains  of  coins, 
Ac. 

Prince  Bel. — Crimson  dress,  and  all  the  available  jewels- 

Sir  Blondel. — White  dress.  Carries  guitar  or  other  in* 
strument. 


TO  THE  AUDIENCE. 

“  Be  kind  ;  they  strive  with  no  inglorious  aim  ; 
When  they  do  well,  applaud  ;  and  if  in  aught 
They  shall  come  short,  be  mild  and  merciful  !  ” 

— Cardinal  Newman. 


TO  THE  ACTORS. 

These  little  plays  have  been  written  to  supply  you  with 
simple  pieces  in  one  act,  and  all  of  them  require  but  one 
entrance.  You  will  easily  understand  the  stage  directions  if 
you  remember  that  r.  (right),  and  l.  (left)  mean  a  position  to 
the  right  or  left  of  the  actor,  as  he  stands  facing  the  audience, 
c.  means  centre,  and  e.  means  entrance.  Some  of  the  plays, 
such  as  “  The  Three  Fairy  Gifts,”  might  be  very  well  per¬ 
formed  in  the  garden,  on  a  warm  day. 

Satin  is  the  best  stuff  for  costumes,  and  theatrical  braid 
can  be  had  cheaply,  gold  or  silver.  Sateen,  plain  and 
pompadour,  and  common  velvet,  are  also  useful  for  dresses. 
A  quilted  satin  skirt  can  be  worn  with  upper  skirts  of  various 
designs.  The  girls  should  always  wear  short  dresses.  The 
above  materials  can  be  bought,  and  dresses  hired,  at  Harrison 
Bros.,  31,  Bow-street,  London,  W.C.  Queens  look  very 
well  with  a  long  train  pleated  in  across  the  shoulders,  and 
borne  by  little  pages.  For  fairies'  dresses  and  petticoats 
tarlatan  is  best.  Wands  should  be  cut  a  little  longer  than 
the  height  of  the  children  using  them. 

Supernumeraries  can  be  employed  in  nearly  all  the  plays,  as 
fairies,  lords  and  ladies,  robbers,  Ac. 


PRINCESS  MARGUERITE’S  CHOICE. 


SCENE. — The  Princess's  Throne  Room,  A  throne ,  made 

of  an  arm  chair ,  covered  with  fur  rug,  at  back, 

Entrance ,  b.  Princess  discovered  seated.  XJndine 

standing ,  r, 

Prin.  Dear  Undine,  ’tis  nearly  time  for  me  to  receive 
the  knights,  yet  I  thought  my  fairy  godmother  would 
be  here.  [Looks  off) 

Und.  Yes,  madam,  and  we  may  yet  expect  her.  But, 
your  Highness,  might  I  ask  for  what  purpose  the  knights 
come  hither  1 

Prin.  You  know  how  all  my  life  has  been  spent  in 
the  Palace  here,  with  no  companions  but  you,  Undine, 
and  my  fairy  godmother.  JTis  the  Fairy  Benevola  who 
has  taught  me  all  I  know. 

Und.  And,  madam, — may  I  say  it1? — all  the  land 
speaks  of  the  beauty,  goodness,  and  learning  of  the 
Princess  Marguerite. 

Prin.  ( rising )  I  know  not,  Undine,  liow  that  may  be, 
but  I  love  my  fairy  godmother,  dearly,  and  will  willingly 
obey  her.  She  has  determined  that  it  is  time  I  wedded, 
and  lias  caused  a  herald  to  visit  neighbouring  courts, 
and  require  all  knights,  who  would  fain  win  my  hand, 
to  repair  hither  to  day,  that  I  may  make  my  choice 
from  amongst  them. 

Und.  (r.)  A  difficult  task  indeed,  your  Highness  ! 

Prin.  (c.)  And  one  past  my  powers;  but  I  rely  on  the 
help  of  the  Fairy  Benevola. 

Enter  Benevola,  disguised ,  and  bows  to  Princess. 

Prin.  Reverend  sir,  to  what  do  I  owe  the  honour  of 
tin’s  visit  V 
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Ben.  I  come  from  the  Fairy  Benevola,  who  has  desired 
me  to  be  at  your  side  to-day,  and  examine  the  knights 
who  will  shortly  appear,  as  to  their  right  to  aspire  to 
your  Highness’  hand. 

Prin.  You  are  welcome,  sir.  Undine,  bid  the  knights 
enter. 

Sits  on  throne.  Undine  retires ,  and  re-appears,  folloiced 
by  Prince  Bel.  Benevola  stands ,  l. 

Und.  Hither,  Sir  Knight,  the  Princess  Marguerite 
awaits  you. 

Undine  retires  r.  of  Princess.  Bel  bows . 


Ben.  Your  name  and  rank,  fair  sir  ? 

Bel.  ( speaking  conceitedly)  I  am  Prince  Bel  of  the 
Land  of  Beauty.  Come  with  me,  Marguerite  !  In  my 
land  of  handsome  cavaliers  and  lovely  ladies,  you  and  I 
will  reign  admired  above  all  !  There,  where  youths 
and  damsels  in  rich  attire  engage  in  graceful  sports  and 
mirthful  dance,  you,  the  loveliest  of  maidens,  will  be 
elected  Queen  of  Beauty,  and  I — not  the  least  favoured 
amongst  cavaliers — will  be  your  willing  servant.  Come 
where  alone  you  will  receive  the  homage  your  charms 
deserve.  ( Kneels ) 

Ben.  What  think  you,  Princess  Marguerite  ? 

Prin.  ’Tis  to  my  eye  he  appeals,  but  beauty  lasts  not 
long  ere  it  fades  away  for  ever. 

Ben.  Fair  sir,  none  will  deny  the  outward  splendour 
of  your  person.  Methinks,  however,  your  own  charms 
deserve  all  your  attention,  and  leave  you  no  leisure  to 
adnnre  those  of  others.  Staud  aside. 

.  E*'*'  Lcrd  Zreh-aad 

Bel  slancls,  r.  Enter  Sir  Blondel,  l. 


Ben.  Your  name  and  rank,  fair  sir? 

Blon.  Sir  Blondel  I,  of  unblemished  name,  and  high 
rank.  All  the  arts  that  confer  enjoyment  I  have 
studied ;  of  all  the  graces  that  beautify  life  I  am 
master.  In  me  the  Princess  will  find  a  compaTiion  who 
will  never  be  weary  of  ministering  to  the  pleasure  of 
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her  idle  hours.  Let  me  sing  to  her  a  song,  the  words 
and  music  of  which  I  have  composed  in  her  honour. 

Song.  "  Ia'iM  f  dfj’tfie  th'j 

Ben.  Madam,  does  the  Knight  please  you  ? 

Prin.  Well  he  pleases  mine  ear;  perchance  he  might 
instruct  my  mind,  but  touch  my  heart — never  ! 

Ben.  You  mark,  noble  cavalier1?  In  hours  of  idleness 
you  might  be  welcome ;  but  in  time  of  trouble  where 
is  the  voice  of  sympathy,  the  word  of  counsel,  the  help¬ 
ful,  loving  hand  ?  Stand  aside. 

Blondel  moves  r.  Enter  Prince  Croesus,  l.,  and  bows- 

Ben.  Your  name  and  rank,  fair  sir? 

Orce.  I  am  Prince  Croesus,  and  I  come  from  Diamond 
Land,  where  I  reign  in  all  the  splendour  and  pomp 
wealth  can  secure.  The  lady  whose  hand  I  win  will 
dwell  in  a  beautiful  palace,  ladies  of  rank  will  be  her 
waiting-women,  jewels  and  every  luxury  will  be  at  her 
command  ;  palfreys,  chariots,  costly  attire — all  her  heart 
can  desire— these  I  offer  to  the  lady  of  my  choice. 

(Bows  to  Princess) 

Ben.  What  says  your  Loyal  Highness  ? 

Prin.  Methinks  he  appeals,  not  to  my  heart,  but  to 
my  purse  ! 

Ben.  Hark  ye,  fair  cavalier.  Not  all  the  wealth  of 
the  Indies  equals  the  treasure  of  an  innocent,  loving 
heart.  Stand  aside. 

Croesus  boios  scornfully ,  and  stands ,  l.,  while  the 
Knight  op  the  Dauntless  Sword  enters ,  l. 

Ben.  Your  name  and  rank,  fair  sir  ? 

Knight.  ( boldly )  Ask  not  my  pedigree— though  it  is 
noble.  On  the  field  of  battle  I  won  my  spurs,  and 
made  my  name  famous  in  the  land.  What  is  wealth 
without  the  strong  hand  to  secure  it  ?  Give  me  my 
bride,  and  those  I  vanquish  in  the  fight  will  bend  before 
her,  and  do  her  homage ;  all  will  fear  and  court  the  lady 
of  the  Knight  of  the  Dauntless  Sword  J 
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Ben.  Speak,  Princess  Marguerite  ! 

Prin.  He  pays  liis  addresses  to  my  pride,  and  offers 
fame  and  renown,  but  will  they  atone  for  the  cruel 
hand  and  merciless  heart? 

Ben.  No,  Sir  Knight,  while  you  carry  your  lady’s 
gage  abroad,  you  leave  the  maiden  in  her  loneliness  at 
home,  and  behind  the  conqueror’s  song  of  victory  come 
the  cries  of  the  widow  and  orphan.  Stand  aside. 

The  Knight  stands ,  l.  Enter  Sir  Innocent,  l. 

Ben.  Your  name  and  rank,  fair  sir  ? 

Inno.  Alas,  no  pedigree  I  boast,  but  were  I  of  ancient 
lineage,  would  that  win  me  the  Princess’s  favour?  I 
have  no  wealth,  but  could  I  buy  her  love  ?  and  all  I 
know  is  as  nothing  compared  with  the  treasures  of  her 
knowledge.  All  I  can  offer  is  a  spotless  name,  and  a 
loving  heart  that  will  sympathise  with  all  her  joys  and 
troubles ;  a  hand  always  ready  to  help,  and  to  antici¬ 
pate  her  desires.  My  eyes  see  in  her  alone  my  Queen 
of  Love.  All  I  can  say — I  feel — only  reminds  me  of 
her  surpassing  goodness,  and  my  unwortliiness. 

Ben.  But,  fair  youth,  speak  you  in  sober  earnest 
when  you  say  you  boast  nor  rank  nor  lineage  ? 

Inno.  ’Tis  true  !  A  hermit,  whom  I  love  and  revere 
as  my  father,  has  brought  me  up  from  infancy,  but  of 
my  birth  can  tell  me  nothing.  He  named  me  Innocent, 
and  has  trained  me  in  all  the  knowledge  that  would 
befit  a  knight  of  noblest  rank,  and  has  also  taught  mo 
that  I  must  walk  in  the  paths  of  wisdom  and  good¬ 
ness,  if  I  would  be  what  I  aspire  to  be — a  true 
gentleman. 

Ben.  What  say  you,  Princess  ? 

Prin.  Of  all  these  knights  none  speak  so  sweetly  to 
mine  ear  as  this  young  cavalier. 

Ben.  And  yet,  wanting  fit  rank  to  mate  with  one  of 
high  degree,  we  cannot  hold  him  worthy  of  the  Princess 
Marguerite.  Stand  aside. 

Innocent  moves,  r.  Crcesus  steps  forward. 

Orce.  Shall  we  longer  bear  this  mummery  ?  Come 
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knights,  yield  your  pretensions  to  mine,  and  you  shall 
reward  yourselves  in  the  golden  valleys  of  my  land. 

Knight.  ( draws  sworcl)  Nay,  let  us  assail  the  fort, 
and  let  the  lady  be  the  prize  of  the  strongest. 

They  rush  forward.  Innocent  stands  before  Princess 

with  sword  drawn. 

Inno.  Back,  ye  treacherous  knights  !  Little  ye  deserve 
so  honourable  a  name.  With  my  life  I  vow  to  guard 
the  Princess  Marguerite  ! 

The  Knights  draw  back. 

Bel.  You  think  that,  in  gratitude,  the  Princess  will 
deign  to  favour  your  suit ! 

Inno.  Not  so.  I  came  hither,  attracted  by  the  fame 
of  her  goodness,  but  here  I  renounce  all  hope  of  her 
hand.  In  purity,  knowledge,  rank,  she  is  far  above  me. 
Let  her  choose  one  worthy  of  her. 

Prin.  ( rising )  I  have  chosen  !  Innocent,  I  choose 
thee  ! 

Innocent  kneels  l.  and  kisses  Princess’s  hand,  then 

rises. 

BeN.  ( throwing  off  disguise)  Well  done,  Marguerite  ! 
[A  ll  look  astonished,  then  bow  deeply)  My  years  of  train¬ 
ing  are  not  thrown  away.  You  see  the  diamond,  and 
put  it  in  your  crown  to  shine  the  brightest  jewel  in  the 
diadem  !  Sir  Innocent,  I  know  your  birth.  Of  high 
rank,  and  unblemished  lineage  ye  are,  and  may  worthily 
wed  the  Princess  Marguerite. 

Inno.  In  what  words  can  I  express  my  joy  l  ( Leads 
Princess  to  front)  Hand  in  hand,  dear  Marguerite,  let 
us  walk,  and  let  our  daily  endeavour  be  to  help  the  poor 
and  sorrowing,  and  aid  the  helpless ;  to  foster  a  love  of 
knowledge  and  beauty ;  to  bring  before  us  a  high  and 
pure  aim  in  life,  so  that  we  may  ever  aspire  to  the 
attainment  of  what  is  noblest  and  best. 

Prin.  Yes,  Innocent,  let  us  study  to  do  good,  and  let 
us  try  to  help  everyone  to  do  the  very  best  that  he  can, 
and  not  be  conte  it  to  do  less. 
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'CDectr  SMtethedil  ''  i 


Duet. 


Prin.  But  now  let  us  thank  our  dear  friend  Benevola. 

Princess  and  Innocent  retire. 

Ben.  Think  not,  fair  cavaliers,  that  Innocent’s  rank 
alone  obtained  him  the  hand  of  the  Princess  Marguerite. 
He  owes  more  to  his  good  heart.  In  goodness  is  wealth, 
beauty,  nobility,  and  true  strength ;  join  to  this,  know¬ 
ledge  and  its  sister,  modesty,  and  you  have  all  that  is 
loveable,  all  that  is  great,  in  maiden  or  in  cavalier. 
Therefore,  all  honour  to  Sir  Innocent,  and  the  Princess 
Marguerite  ! 

Chorus. 


Curtain. 


Prin.  Inno. 

Und.  Ben. 

Bel.  Cr<esus. 

r.  Blondel.  c.  Kt. 

Audience. 


The  characters  of  Bel  and  Blondel  could  he  omitted  if  there 
were  not  enough  actors.  The  music  is  optional. 
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